
Turn over for this month’s Church Planter’s Perspective

Exalting Christ
Expressing His Kingdom

Equipping Leaders

To find more great news and prayer requests for Eastern PA Church 
Planting, plus personal connections with our church planters and pictures 
from our church plants, request our monthly email newsletter by sending 
an email to: alan.rathbun@epdcma.org or like our church planting 
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/EPAchurchplanting/

Church Plant Praises and Prayer Requests
El Camino Mechanicsburg (Armando Rhon) - We are enjoying the 
“Experiencing God” study with some of our Sunday morning group. We 
start with a time of testimonies and then people share based on each 
one’s studies throughout the week. We conclude with prayer between 
the previously established prayer partners. We’re also using this course 
in homes with our group who meets on Wednesdays. We’re making 
significant progress in making disciples. PTL!!

Iglesia Steamtown (Marcelo Castro) – PRAISES: Two people want to be 
baptized after surrendering their lives to Jesus; we are so happy for 
these decisions! Thanks to the Lord for the attendance at one of our 
recent worship gatherings. We haven't even launched our worship 
service publicly and we had 66 people. We are so excited for our grand 
opening this September. REQUEST: For the efficient process and 
approval of our immigration documents.

True Vine Tyson Avenue (Jim Rudd) – PRAISES: Since moving our 
service times in February, we have seen our worship attendance 
increase each week. A couple that was on the brink of divorce when 
they started attending in January has reconciled. REQUESTS: We are 
seeing an increased need for counseling and deliverance ministries. Pray 
that God would develop leaders from within our congregation to serve 
in these areas. Please pray that we work out the details and that we see 
greater retention of visitors.

Iron Mill Church – Danville (David Dixon) – PRAISES: We are praising 
God for His faithfulness and the continued growth of the church.
REQUESTS: Please pray for several outreach opportunities over the next 
couple of months including Easter and the Danville Spring Fling. We also 
are praying through our vision to Forge Ahead as a church.
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Church Planter’s Perspective
Alan Rathbun – Eastern PA Church Planting Leader

Motivation for Church Planting

Are you thankful for your church? Then let that give you all the 
motivation you need to be part of more and more churches being 
planted in Eastern PA. Why? Because the church that you attend 
today would not exist had there not been some people who 
followed God's leading to plant a church in your community. In fact, 
it's accurate to say that there are thousands of people all over 
Eastern PA who would not have received Christ unless someone had 
planted a church near them. 

Every time we plant a church we give more people the opportunity 
to hear the gospel and see God's kingdom expressed by His people 
in their own community. For an unbeliever starting their journey 
toward faith, seeing the Kingdom of God expressed by a local 
church in its community may be more valuable than hearing the 
message. In fact, they may not be willing to HEAR the message of 
Christ unless they SEE it through His people first. This reality must 
grab our hearts and motivate us to plant churches!

I can hear some people saying, "Alan, don't you know that some 
Christians travel many miles to attend a church they like." Of 
course, I know this. That was the case in the church I pastored and 
still attend. But please get this: While this may be true for a 
Christian, an unbeliever is not likely to travel more than a few 
minutes to visit a church for the first time. 

By God's grace and the power of the Holy Spirit in the past 8 years, 
we have planted 7 churches that are committed to keep on planting 
more churches. More multiplying churches are on the way. Will you 
and your church join them through prayer, through generous giving, 
and through planting a church near you? 
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